justified, however, In urging that the Government of India should take
up the question of improving the existing waterways, as wo cannot help
thinking that, in the absence of a representative specially charged with
their interests, the vested interest's of railways have prevented water-
ways in India from receiving the attention that has been given to them
in other large countries with such satisfactory results. The proposal to
form a Waterways Trust was prominently brought to our notice at
Calcutta, and -although we cannot give an opinion on its merits, the
prospective advantages seem to be such as to merit the early consider-
ation of Government. If our suggestion be accepted, that the control
of communications should be separated from that of industries, the
simplified Department of Commerce should, be in a position to give greater
attention, not only to the utilisation of existing waterways, but to their
improvement with the view of increasing the number of channels of
internal trade.
We consider it essential that, railway and waterway administrations
should work together harmoniously for the development of those parts
of the country which are served by both, and we commend this question,
together with that of coastwise freights, to the attention of the futures
Department of Commerces. The effect of shipping freights, coastwise and
oversea, on transport, although we are well aware of its importance to
the trade of the country, is a matter in regard to which we do not feel
called xipon to make any specific recommendations.